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INTRODUCTION 

Whether it’s because they’ve lost their job, want to combine 
bringing up the kids with a business or simply want to 
supplement their income, there are millions of people that 
dream of being able to work from home. 

The internet has made it possible to 
perform all sorts of jobs from your 
bedroom or the local coffee shop. But 
the internet has also made it easier for 
scam artists to dangle the internet 

dream above people’s heads with one hand while taking 
their money with the other. 

My name is Matt Ambrose and I’ve been working from 
home for over six years. I earn my income as a freelance 
writer for businesses (a copywriter, to be exact) and I’ve 
always had an interest in ways people can earn an income 
working from home. 

To share what I’ve discovered over the years, and to help 
people avoid some of the scams flooding the internet, I 
created this eBook along with a newsletter. I hope you find 
some of this eBook’s insights helpful and that it helps you 
along your path towards gaining the job satisfaction and 
lifestyle benefits of being able to start a business working 
from home. 

Matt 
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1. CAN YOU REALLY EARN $100S EVERY DAY COMPLETING 
ONLINE SURVEYS? 

The internet is flooded with websites claiming you can earn $100s 
or $1000s a week with just a couple of hours work a day doing 
work from home, and ‘online surveys’ is an area where these 
websites are rife. You should always be suspicious of any website 
that asks for money before revealing exactly how you can earn the 
income they claim. 

So can you make $100s or $1000s a day completing online 
surveys?  The short answer is ‘NO’. Not unless you are prepared to 
fill out surveys around the clock, all day, every day. And even then 
you might struggle to pay the rent and live off more than a diet of 
tinned beans. 

It won’t make you rich. But online surveys can be a fun work 
home way of earning small rewards 

However, there are plenty of legitimate online survey websites out 
there which don’t ask for a ‘fee’ to join. Many people enjoy sharing 
their opinions and answering questions, and earning small 
rewards as a result. These sites will often pay you in points which 
you can then exchange for gifts, money and vouchers for reputable 
retailers like Amazon. 

One proviso is you often have to earn a 
certain number of points before the survey 
company will payout. So it’s worth checking 
the small print before you start doing work 
from home hammering out survey 
answers. 

In summary, if you have spare time and would like to spend it 
productively, then online surveys are worth a look. Just don’t be 
fooled into thinking you will be able to work from home and earn 
$100s doing them unless you are prepared to put in some serious 
hours. 
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If doing work from home filling in surveys sounds interesting to 
you, here are a few online survey websites that are worth a look: 

www.opinionbar.com 

www.swagbucks.com 

www.newvistalive.com 

 
2. WORK FOR CLIENTS ALL OVER THE GLOBE AS A VIRTUAL 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

There are 1000s of small 
businesses that need help with 
administrative tasks they don’t 
have time or the manpower to do 
themselves. Rather than hire a 
fulltime secretary, many are now 
choosing the convenience and 

cost savings of hiring a virtual personal assistant that can work on 
the net from home. 

As well as only needing to pay them when they need a task doing, 
businesses also save on the cost of office space and equipment. So 
it’s a win win situation all round. 

You can work from home and work for clients literally all over the 
world. This means that if you have the right skills and market 
yourself well then it’s possible to earn a substantial salary as a 
virtual personal assistant. 

What skills do you need? 

You need to be able to multitask and able to handle the pressure 
of managing three or more clients at once.  

Clients will expect the same level of professionalism they’d 
get in the office, so you need to be punctual in responding to 
telephone calls and emails. 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
http://www.opinionbar.com/
http://www.swagbucks.com/
http://www.newvistalive.com/
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The task you could be asked to do could include typing letters, 
proof reading, scheduling appointments, research and answering 
their helpline. And my advice is always to find ways to expand your 
services to make yourself more valuable to clients. 

 So why not offer to look after website updates, create slideshow 
presentations, manage their Twitter and Facebook campaigns and 
to put together their email newsletter? Being able to work on the 
net means there are many tasks you can do for clients that 
weren’t possible (or didn’t exist) 20 years ago. 

As with many work from home jobs, it’s a competitive market out 
there. So before you jump into searching through job listings and 
freelancer websites for work, consider getting a virtual assistant 
qualification and putting together a simple website to promote 
your services. 
 

3. MAKE MONEY ONLINE THROUGH AFFILIATE MARKETING 

 
Online affiliate marketing has been 
around for over a decade, with 
Amazon its pioneer in the web’s early 
days. Affiliate marketing has 
continued to grow as a popular and 
financially rewarding way of doing 
online work from home, and is particularly worth investigating if 
you have a passion or interest you’d like to write about. 

Affiliate marketing is simply promoting other people’s products to 
visitors to your website and then getting commission for every 
sale. 

The process works like this: 

1)      Identify a niche or special topic  you’d like to focus on e.g. 
embroidery, golf, event management etc. Your niche can literally 
be anything people are searching for information about online. You 
can use Google’s free keyword tool to identify what and how many 
searches people are conducting on your niche. 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
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2)       Create a website – The best and easiest way of doing this is 
to use free Wordpress blogging software and to customise a 
template from Themeforest to suit your branding and niche. You 
should then start filling your website with useful, relevant, 
interesting information – not spammy junk! You need to attract 
readers through social media, as well as the search engines, and 
if your content is worthless then people 
won’t recommend you or stay long enough to 
click on the ads. 

3)      Drive traffic. This is arguably the 
hardest and most 
time consuming 
part. For your first online work from 
home affiliate marketing project it’s a 
good idea to target a niche with little 
competition in the search engines. That 

way you will find it easier to attract visitors and there are many 
‘long tail’ key-phrases which your competitors might not be 
targeting. Other methods for driving traffic include promotion in 
social media (by setting up a Facebook page and Twitter profile), 
pay-per-click advertising (in Google and Facebook) and posting 
links in forums. 

4)      Add affiliate links. You can find products you can promote on 
Amazon or on affiliate marketing focused websites like Clickbank. 
The products owner should provide you with 
banner ads and links you can post 
strategically on your website to attract 
clicks. You then earn commission for every 
referred sale. Just make sure you promote 
products ethically and responsibly. Only 
promote products you use yourself and/or 
think would be useful to your readers. 

As you might have gathered, there is a lot to learn about affiliate 
marketing 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
http://themeforest.net/?ref=Rhino99
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To get you started, there’s lots of information available freely on 
the web, and you might find these books useful (as you might have 
guessed, these are affiliate links): 

 

 
So if you’d like to do online work from home running an affiliate 
marketing business, get reading and thinking about what niche 
topic you can write about and earn commission for selling other 
people’s products. 
 

4. ARE DROP SHIPPING BUSINESSES A SCAM? 

If you’ve recently lost your job and/or looking 
to earn an income doing work from home, 
starting a drop shipping business might 
sound like a dream come true. You have no 
overheads, you don’t have to hold any stock 
and you can get started with mere cents. 

But as the saying goes ‘if it sounds too good to 
be true it probably is.’ 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
http://ws.amazon.co.uk/widgets/q?rt=tf_mfw&amp;ServiceVersion=20070822&amp;MarketPlace=GB&amp;ID=V20070822/GB/seobusineblog-21/8001/47e0c904-2861-49ec-88f1-eedd379f52d9
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Earning $100s or $1000s a week through a drop shipping business 
model isn’t impossible, but would take a heck of a lot of work to 
achieve. 

Drop shipping works like this: 

1. You find a product to sell in the drop ship catalogue. 

2. You sell the product online, either through your own 
website or somewhere like eBay. 

3. You forward the order to drop shipper. 

4. The drop ship company completes the order and ships 
it to your customer. 

5. You keep the profit 

Sounds easy, right? 

 
All you need to do is work from home setting up some auctions on 
eBay and watch the profits roll in? Unfortunately, the finances 
aren’t quite stacked in your favour. 

The problem is that the ‘wholesale’ prices quoted by the drop 
shipper often aren’t as low as you might think. Quite often you’ll 
find listings for similar products for around the same price on 
eBay and with free shipping. You also have to knock 
off the eBay listing and PayPal transaction fees 
from any profit you might make. 

This can leave you with only a few dollars profit for 
all your hard work. 

Setup your own work home website to avoid eBay fees 

Possibly the best way of making a decent income running a work 
from home drop shipping business is to setup a website through 
which people order directly. This minimises your involvement in 
every sale and avoids eBay’s listing fees. The drawback is you first 
have to setup a website and then get a high enough Google listing 
to drive traffic, which is a serious undertaking. 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
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Getting a high ranking in the search engines so customers can 
find you takes hard work, perseverance and a fair amount of 
internet marketing know-how. So all in all, work from home drop 
shipping businesses aren’t a scam, but it takes a lot of hard work 
to earn the $100s or $1000s you might be hoping for. 
 

5. SELL YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY ONLINE 

The best online businesses are always those 
you already have a passion for. 

So if you have a passion for photography then 
it makes sense to find a way you can work on 
the internet selling your pictures. But as 
always, earning a substantial income from 
selling photography online can take a lot of 
hard work and determination. 

Option 1 
 Stock photography websites 
 
On stock photo websites like iStockphoto, StockXpert, Fotolia and 
Shutterstock you can upload your photos and earn a commission 
for every sale. 
Sounds like the perfect solution, right? 

The only problem is that the commission you can earn is 
depressingly low – maybe only a few cents rather than the dollars 
you might be hoping for. 

Another problem with stock photo sites is that when you submit 
your photos you also lose control of your pictures. This means 
anybody can use them inappropriately or to promote 
products you don’t agree with. Unfortunately, when you 
register on the website and submit your photos any 
control you had gets signed away. 

 

 
 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
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One alternative option is photographersdirect.com. This website 
pays higher commission and gives you much greater control over 
the price, purpose, how often  

photos are used, in which media etc. The only drawback is that it 
might not attract as much traffic and sales as the stock photo 
websites. 

So you might want to trial both photographersdirect.com and the 
stock photo sites to see what income you can earn before quitting 
your day job to do online work from home selling your photos. 

 

Option 2 
Setup your own online photography website 
 
Setting up your own website will give you full control over your 
photographs and potentially earn a much larger income. 
Creating a photography website is the easy part. You can get a 
professional looking photography style website design from 
Themeforest for less than $40 which you can then customise with 
your own branding and content. 

The tricky part is getting enough visitors. Tactics include 
promoting your website by posting photos onto 
Facebook and Twitter with a link back to your website. 
You could also post a few sample photos onto sharing 
sites like Flickr and Photobucket, with links back to 
your main site. 

You could also consider promoting your photos offline and 
referring people to your website to see your full portfolio. Consider 
attending local craft markets and fairs where you can hand out 
business cards to anybody that might be interested. 

So to conclude, it is possible to run an online work from home 
business selling your photography. But it can take a while to 
spread links back to your website throughout the web and to 
attract enough buyers, so it’s sensible to keep your day job until 
the sales start rolling in. 

 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
http://themeforest.net/?ref=Rhino99
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6. RELEASE YOUR INNER CREATIVE AND BECOME A 

FREELANCE WRITER 

For many people, becoming a freelance 
writer sounds like a dream job. You can 
work from home in your pyjamas, and 
wile away the hours pouring your creative 
talents into writing for paying clients. 

And it’s indeed true that this dream job is 
a reality for many people. The internet has made it possible to 
work from home writing for clients all over the world. But I need to 
offer a note of caution (and I should know, because I’m a freelance 
copywriter myself) that it’s a competitive world out there. 

Yes, the internet has expanded your potential client base to the 
world, but it’s also magnified the competition. Now anybody who 
can string a few words together can work from home as a 
freelance writer and compete for the work that’s out there. But 
there are things you can do to improve your chances of attracting 
clients. 

Here are my top five tips for anybody wishing to work home as a 
freelance writer: 

Create a portfolio – Potential clients will want to see 
examples of your work. So if you don’t already have 
samples from previous jobs, write some press 
releases, articles, brochures and sales letters you 
can use to show off your writing skills. 

Get some training – If you are starting from scratch in your 
freelance writing career, you will need to teach yourself some the 
basics, such as how to write a press release, correct grammar 

usage and how to structure an article. 
You should be able to find books on 
copywriting in your local library or buy 
them from Amazon or consider taking a 
work from home copywriting course to 
brush up your skills. 

http://remoteonlineworkfromhome.com/
http://copywriterscrucible.com/
http://copywriterscrucible.com/
http://copywriterscrucible.com/
https://www.2checkout.com/2co/affiliate?aff_id=1655337&amp;url=http://www.CopywritingCourse.com
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Decide what type of freelance writing to specialise in – Sales 

writing takes a lot of practice, knowledge and 
experience. Clients wont be impressed if the 
writing you provide fails to generate them any 
sales. So if you are new to freelance writing, it 
is sensible to start with easier writing jobs, 

like writing press releases, blog posts and articles as you build 
your skills and experience. 

Setup a website – Having a website will give you a more 
professional image and a competitive advantage when it comes to 
bidding for work. These days it is easy and inexpensive to do. You 
can buy hosting Hostgator for less than $4/month, upload 
Wordpress (free blogging/website software) and get a professional 
looking theme from Themeforest to create an online portfolio. If 
you start a blog, over time, you can even attract clients through 
the search engines. 

Where to find freelance writing jobs – You could try approaching 
local marketing agencies and local businesses to see whether 
they need help writing press releases and marketing collateral. 

When looking for freelance writing jobs 
online your best bet is to try freelance 
bidding websites like Elance. Be warned 
though that competition is fierce and low 
bidders can force rates down. But Elance 
and other bidding website sites are a good 
place to find freelance writing jobs as they 

give you an opportunity to build your portfolio, get experience and 
connect with clients. In fact, I still write for many of the clients I 
found in Elance when I started off freelance writing six years ago. 

So as you might have gathered, it takes hard work and 
perseverance if you want to work from home in freelance writing.  

It can also take a while to build up your portfolio and experience, 
so it’s wise not to give up your day job because overnight success 
is unlikely in the competitive world of freelance writing. 
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But  if you are prepared to work at it, becoming 
a freelance writer can offer a rewarding and 
interesting career along with all the benefits of 
being able to work from home and fit your 
work schedule around your life, rather than 
the other way round. 
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